
Date: 2nd June 2021

Venue: CM Conference Hall (Dispur)  

Presentation before Hon’ble Chief Minister

on: 

Act East Policy Affairs Department



Broad MANDATE 
of the DEPARTMENT

 Formulation, Implementation 

& Monitoring of the State 

Policies concerning the 

neighbouring and other 

foreign countries

 So as to Reap the Benefits of 

Implementation of the Act 

East Policy by the 

Government of India.



 Envisage NER as a Regional Focal Point for

integration of India with countries of South and

South East Asia.

 Paradigm Shift from visualizing NER as Enigmatic

Periphery of the Country.

VISION



OBJECTIVES 
of the DEPARTMENT

1. Economic Integration with ASEAN, BIMSTEC &

East Asian countries – involving seamless trade

and commerce [as well as industrial collaboration;

2. Multi-Modal Connectivity with ASEAN, BIMSTEC

& East Asian countries;

3. Socio–Cultural Exchange with ASEAN, BIMSTEC &

East Asian countries; and

4. Free Movement of People with ASEAN, BIMSTEC

& East Asian countries.



FUNCTIONS of the 
DEPARTMENT

1. Lead Research & Analysis for Suggesting to State

Govt the areas of Act East Policy – where the State

can be Stakeholders.

2. Prepare Policy/Schemes for Reaping Benefits of Act

East Policy and Translate such Policy Objectives to

Actions.

3. Identify Issues concerning Foreign Affairs for

Furthering the Act East Policy.

4. Handle Non-Resident Affairs of People of Assam.

5. Any other Related Programmes.



ACHIEVEMENTS of the DEPARTMENT
2017:

1. Public Discourse of the then

Hon’ble Chief Minister launching

the Department on October 2019.

2018:

1. Special Plenary Session on Act

East Policy at the Global

Investors’ Summit – Advantage

Assam 2018 – in February 2019.

2. Establishment of Assistant High

Commissioner’s Office of

Bangladesh and Consulate of

Bhutan in Guwahati.



ACHIEVEMENTS of the 
DEPARTMENT2019:

1. Organization of the 2nd ASEAN India

Youth Summit (in association with

MEA & India Foundation) from 3rd to

7th February, 2019

2. Organization of Ambassadors’ Meet –

the Conclave of Ambassadors/ High

Commissioners of ASEAN/ BBN Bloc

Countries with Hon’ble Chief Minister

– in Guwahati on 4th Feb 2019

3. Participation in 9th Bangladesh

Travel & Tourism Fair 2019in

Dhaka, Bangladesh, w.e.f. 18th to

20th April 2019



ACHIEVEMENTS of the DEPARTMENT
2019:

4. SAMPARK YATRA – the Bus Tour of

Hon’ble MLAs & Senior Govt. Officers

to Bangladesh & Myanmar

5. Formulation of UDAN (International)

Scheme by M/o Civil Aviation & Start

of Direct Flights from Guwahati to

Dhaka & Bangkok.

6. India-Bangladesh Stakeholders’ Meet:

The Department on the 22nd and 23rd

of October 2019

7. Organization of Visit of Delegation of

Malaysia-India Business Council (MIBC)

in November 2019 with Signing of MoU.

4.



PLANS & PROGRAMMES of the DEPTT.

Short Term:

1. Bring out a scheme - viz. Kumar Bhaskar Verma Scheme for

Promotion of Act East Relations - for providing financial and

liaison support to individuals, institutions and non-governmental

organizations for conducting research and holding seminars,

stakeholders meets, cultural exchange programmes, etc. etc.

2. Set up Border Haats at the selected sites of Latu (Karimganj) and

Satrasal (Dhubri) under Union Commerce Ministry.

3. Set up an Advisory Committee for the Department comprising

eminent public and private personalities.



PLANS & PROGRAMMES of the DEPTT.
Intermediate Term:

1. Engage a Knowledge Partner for the Deptt. by floating RFP tender.

2. Taking up Restoration of Railway Connectivity with Bangladesh

through Mahishashan with MEA & Railways Ministry.

3. Taking up Starting of Bus Service (i) between Guwahati and Dhaka;

and (ii) between Silchar and Sylhet.

4. Taking up Upgrading of Land Customs Stations of Assam and

serving Assam to Integrated Check Posts (ICPs), and coordinate

handing over of land for that.

5. Taking up Starting of Riverine Cargo Service between Pandu Port

(Guwahati) and Kolkata via inland waterways of Bangladesh.

6. Setting up an Assam Institute of External Trade, which would be a

de-facto Directorate of the Department.



PLANS & PROGRAMMES of the DEPTT.
Intermediate Term:

7. Taking up with M/o Civil Aviation to start direct flights between

Guwahati and the selected cities of BBIN & ASEAN bloc countries

under UDAN-International scheme.

After end of COVID 19 pandemic in the State:

8. Sending of a delegation to Bangladesh to study feasibility for

starting ferry service between Guwahati and Chittagong Port.

After normalcy returns on end of COVID 19 pandemic in the State:

9. Exchange of High Level Business Delegations with Bangladesh.

10. Holding of Stakeholders' Meets with Myanmar and Bhutan on the

lines of Indo-Bangladesh Stakeholders' Meet held in Oct 2019.

11. Holding of ASEAN-BBIN Mega Cultural Meet ICCR to showcase

similarities in Music, Dance-forms, Food Items and Textiles.



PLANS & PROGRAMMES of the DEPTT.

Long Term:

1. Take up with Ministry of External Affairs to get more

Consulates of ASEAN-BIMSTEC countries to be set up in

Guwahati.

2. Work with Industries and Commerce Department to put into 

action prescriptions of the ADB Study for metamorphing

Assam into the Expressway of the nation to the ASEAN.

3. Work with Urban Development Deptt. to construct planned 

cities in the border areas (e.g. Silchar, Dhubri, Bongaigaon, 

Digboi, Numaligarh) as Act East Cities.



Thank You


